H. American Literature 10

Biography Assignment

1. For your topic, choose an American author.

2. List questions you want to have answered about the topic.

3. Use a Gathering Grid to organize your research questions and answers.  Use note cards to keep track of longer answers.

4. Be careful to cite the sources of any information you paraphrase or quote.

5. Write down the publication details of all your sources as you do your research.

Listed below are suggested areas of research for your author.  Design your questions on your Gathering Grid to focus your writing/reporting on the following suggested areas.  

Early Life:  Background of parents, where/when born, childhood

Middle Years:  Education, experiences, influences

Adult Life:  Profession(s), marriage, children, other influences, literary career

Literary Style:  Genres (types of works), style, themes, subjects

Major Works:  (use sentences, not a list format), general analysis, critics’ opinions

Conclusion:  Details of death or current status, influence of author and works on American Literature

