H. American Literature

Gathering Grid Assignment

Critical Analysis Assignment
1.  For your topic, you have already chosen an American author.

2.  List questions you want to have answered about your author.

3.  Use a Gathering Grid to organize your research questions and answers. 

     Use note cards to keep track of longer answers.

4.  Write down the publication details of all your sources as you do your research.

Listed below are suggested areas of research for your author.  Design your questions on your Gathering Grid to focus your writing/reporting on the following suggested areas.  

Literary Influences: (other authors, professors/teachers, family members, friends, colleagues, critics, etc.)

Literary Style:  Genres (types of works), style, themes, subjects

Major Works:  (general analysis, critics’ opinions)

Recognition: (awards, nominations, etc.)

Motivations/Inspirations: (Nature, Religion, Politics, Misfortunes/Adversities, Wars, Societal, Economy, regional)

Influenced: peers, new writers, readers, literary movements (i.e. Transcendentalism or The Lost Generation, etc.)
